
 

 

APHG Bell Ringers 

For the week of March 2, 2020 

Some relevant current issue geography, some FRQ writing tips and some more Unit VII Urbanization 

Prepared by Ken Keller kkeller1976@comcast.net  

*Students should always be prompted, probed, so to speak, to answer the WHY question when 
responding to geographic inquiry �  

 

Question #1: Mapping the Coronavirus. This is an exceptional resource from the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) in Atlanta using GIS mapping technology to show the impact of the virus.  

Have students look at trends regarding the diffusion of the virus at multiple scales.  

Thanks to our Chief Reader, Seth Dixon, for sharing this exceptional resource via his scoopit geography 
blog @ https://geographyeducation.org/2020/02/24/mapping-the-coronavirus/  

 

Question #2: FRQ practice. Demystifying your action verbs and what to do when you encounter 
them "#$%  

Make sure to EMPHASIZE with your students that EACH verb requires a certain type of response and 
that they need to read the ENTIRE question carefully before answering. When they are asked to explain 
they HAVE to answer the why….because? Otherwise, they will not have fully answered the question. Use 
parts from any prior FRQs from the AP Central website to practice going through this process.  

Thanks to our colleague and exam leader at the reading Dr. Paul Gray for sharing the following: 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Finally, students need to understand that they may be asked to discuss the LIMITATIONS of a model, 
theory, etc. So can you think of any of our APHG models or theories that may be correct in one context 
but not be valid in another?  

 



Question #3: Give an example of a boomburb (a rapidly growing suburb) and explain.  

Topic 6.7, 6.8, 6.9 Question #3: Give an example of a boomburb and explain.  

Teachers can take census data over time of these fast-growing cities, such as Henderson, NV, Coral 
Gables, FL, Arlington, TX, Naperville, IL and Bellevue, WA to have students analyze the how’s and 
whys of urban growth in the U.S.  

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-total-cities-and-towns.html 

Causes = migration to large urban areas to work but workers cannot afford to live where they work. Think 
Vegas. 

Effects = growth of highways, income disparity, gerrymandering of school districts, loss of influence, 
deterioration, of the traditional, close by inner city, for example.  

Teachers can also have their students look at urban growth over time in the United States. Processes of 
urbanization and urban/suburban sprawl. Concepts such as urban planning and smart growth. Even 
though Borchert’s epochs of U.S. urban growth model is NOT specifically identified in our new CED 
students should be looking through the evolution of transportation networks over time. Not just in U.S. 
cities but in cities across the globe as well.  

 

Topic 6.10 Question #4. The economic and social challenges of redlining and blockbusting.  

Why are both of these practices problematic? What are the causes and effects of these practices? What 
can communities and associated local governments, along with non-governmental groups do to offset 
these challenges?  

A really serious, yet humorous at times video segment on the causes and effect of redlining practices @  

From the series Adam Ruins Everything @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e68CoE70Mk8 (6:16)  

 

Topic 6.11 The challenges of urban sustainability. The transportation of people and goods is one of 
the greatest challenges facing cities today, as it is responsible for over a third of global carbon 
dioxide emissions. 

What are some of the ways that urban areas are dealing with these challenges?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Fj2ARn1WMY (6:52) 

What is a brownfield and how are urban areas dealing with the redevelopment of these areas? 

Brownfield redevelopment in Lancaster, PA from 2016 @ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBx3W2l_H24 (8:20) 

 


