
 

 

APHG Bell Ringers 

For the week of September 28, 2020 – Population and Migration. 

 

Prepared by Ken Keller kkeller1976@comcast.net 

*Students should always be prompted, probed, so to speak, to answer the WHY question when responding to geographic 
inquiry J  

 

Question #1: 

Define the concepts of intervening opportunity and intervening obstacle and give examples of each. Topic 2.10 

Here’s a graphic on intervening obstacles you can use: 

 

 

 

 

 



How did the following act as an intervening obstacle during the Cold War? 

 

 

Have students analyze the map below and list/identify some of the intervening obstacles these refugees might face.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How might a student use the following map to explain intervening opportunities? 

 

 

Question #2: 

Remittances are among the most tangible links between migration and development. Topic 2.11 

Mapping migration is an engaging process for students to work through. 

Have students look at one of the country case studies shared on the Migration Policy Institute’s website @ 
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/data-hub/global-remittances-guide. Students will get a sense of how much 
money is flowing in and out of country from working immigrants.  

For more interesting demographic data related to Mapping Migration in the United States check out the following 
information and related statistics from 2014 @ http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/16/upshot/mapping-migration-in-the-
united-states-since-1900.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You can also have students look at the following map and: 

1. Identify the type of map 

2. Identify the map scale 

3. Identify the scale of analysis 

4. Describe where most of the remittances are coming from and why? Level of development, pull factors, core-
periphery relationships, economic and demographic indicators, etc.  

 

 

Question #3 Topic 2.11 

Refugees and asylees in the United States. From June, 2017. Another great website with a vast amount of 
information, maps and graphics on this topic from the Migration Policy Institute @ 
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/refugees-and-asylees-united-states/  

 

For example, have students identify the regions that had the most and least immigrants as reflected in this graphic. 
(Refugee admissions means immigrants who left those places) 

About three-quarters of the refugees admitted in the first seven months of FY 2019 were from Africa or East Asia. 

Figure 2. U.S. Refugee Arrivals by Region of Nationality, FY 2000-19* 



 

 

Have students describe the pattern they observe in the table in relation to where immigrants are coming from. Again, 
levels of development, core/periphery, etc. You could even have them compare scale of analysis, etc. from the two stimuli 
J 

Top Ten Origin Countries of Refugee Arrivals, FY 2017-19* 

 

 

 

Question #4: 

On the issue of legal/illegal immigration? Topic 2.12 

From John Oliver’s HBO Last Week Tonight. Legal Immigration, September 16, 2019. As with any John Oliver clip be 
sure to watch and vet before showing to students. This segment is exceptional and deals with the multi-faceted issue of 
legal immigration.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXqnRMU1fTs 

Everything you ever wanted to know about Syrian refugees in the United States from the Migration Policy Institute, 
January, 2017 @ 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/syrian-refugees-united-states  



NY Times Magazine (Jan 2016) on why it is so hard for Syrian refugees to enter the United States? A long piece that can 
be split into smaller segments which students could read in small groups and then comment back to their class on their 
assigned reading. http://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/24/magazine/why-is-it-so-difficult-for-syrian-refugees-to-get-into-
the-us.html  

With so much debate taking place currently on the refugee issue in the United States, especially in relation to politics and 
the ongoing debate as to whether or not refugees should be allowed to stay in the country, have students look at what 
happens */**when a Syrian refugee attempts to enter the United States and what they have to do in order to get in @ 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/11/20/infographic-screening-process-refugee-entry-united-states  

These are also good for students to be able to look at and try to see where the bias in reporting is and how that 
might skew their interpretation of what they are looking at.  

*Under the Obama administration. *https://bertoni-law.com/resources/infographic-screening-process-refugee-entry-
united-states/  

**Under the Trump administration @ https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2020/08/26/fact-check-and-review-of-
trump-immigration-policy/#7066e7d856c0 

https://www.hias.org/blog/administration-calls-historic-low-refugee-admissions  

Other related resources: 

*Excellent 60 Minutes segments on the Lost Boys experiences over a 12 year time period at: 

*Need CBS ALL ACCESS to obtain. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/our-amazing-12-year-journey-with-the-lost-boys/ (July, 2013) 

Should U.S. states allow in Syrian refugees. Interesting HBO VICE news segment which could lead to some excellent 
class discussion from December, 2015 @ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92bkwIDplAU (12:02) 

Walking to America with the Migrant Caravan. VICE News Tonight Special Report (HBO) From 2018. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWq0v4ucav0 (20:47) 

Migrants at the Border feel they have no choice but to enter U.S. from HBO Vice news, May, 2019 @ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aItfxSRG-rU (8:29) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question #5 Topic 2.12 Have students apply the concepts of distance decay, chain migration and Ravenstein’s laws 
of migration to the following graphic: 

 


