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2.10 Causes of Migration
Figure A represents the current distribution 
of temperatures historically having the 
most suitability for humans, areas having a 
mean annual temperature of 13℃ (55℉). 
Figure B predicts the geographic shift of 
the suitability niche by 2070. Figure C 
shows the difference between the maps 
with respect to temperature suitability.

1. Identify a region currently having the 
highest temperature suitability for humans.
2. Describe an environmental push factor 
that may cause migration.
3. Explain how the geographical shift in 
the suitability niche could change the 
distribution of human population. 
4. Describe a possible limitation of using 
temperature change to predict human 
migration. 



2.11 Forced & Voluntary Migration

1. Identify the region that experienced the most out migration of Blacks during the first 
Great Migration.
2. Describe how The Great Migration can be considered both voluntary and forced.
3. Explain limitations of using the maps as evidence of step migration.



2.12 Effects of Migration

1. Define remittance.
2. Identify the African country to which over one billion USD was sent via remittances in 2016. 
3. Explain one positive economic effect remittances may have on recipients of remittances.
4. Explain how the scale of analysis in Map B informs the viewer’s understanding of remittances to 
Mexico different from the scale of analysis of Map A.

MAP A MAP B



TEACHING NOTES
RESOURCE ALERT! Energy of a Nation, 3rd ed, is a free online curriculum that helps students master many topics in the CED. Many are 
interactive and hands on, so if you can’t use them this year, keep it in mind for next year. You can find it here: 
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/energyofanation. Two excellent sources for information related to migration are 
https://migrationdataportal.org/ and Migration Policy Institute at https://www.migrationpolicy.org/. Finally, The November 16, 2019, edition of 
The Economist has a special report on migration, and some teachers have used it to make activities that they’ve shared with the Facebook 
group, so search it if you’re interested. I highly recommend getting a subscription to The Economist if your school will pay for it. If not, check 
your public library for electronic access.

SLIDE 1: This slide extends students’ knowledge of types of push/pull factors. I pulled the graphic and information used to create the activity 
from the National Academy of Sciences (linked below). An excellent lesson plan related to climate change and human migration and using 
skill 3, data analysis, can be found at 
https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/why-people-move-how-data-predicts-great-climate-migration-28387. suggested answers: 1) 
Europe, eastern US, east China; 2) the graphic shows one (increasing temperatures that can cause people to move from one place to another), 
but there are several other possible answers; make sure that if students say things like “natural disasters,” they also give a specific example, 
such as hurricanes, because just saying “natural disasters” doesn’t demonstrate an understanding of what an environmental push factor is (a 
condition in the natural or physical environment that causes someone to leave one area to go to another) ; 3) it could cause people to 
migrate from areas that are no longer suitable to areas that are; 4) (there are several possible answers; reading the article listed in the source 
note could be informative) there are other factors besides temperature, such as precipitation, that are involved in climate, so temperature 
change alone in and of itself won’t necessarily cause climate-related migration (connect this back to Malthus by asking students how human 
ingenuity can help us overcome the effects of climate change or help us mitigate climate change in the first place)

SLIDE 2: This slide helps students to visualize and think about the complexity of The Great Migration. An excellent related video and article 
can be found at https://www.vox.com/videos/2017/3/1/14780034/black-belt-great-migration-mapped. suggested answers: 1) the southeast; 2) 
voluntary-Blacks moved to take advantage of job opportunities in the north caused by industrialization and jobs vacated by men who left to 
fight in WWI and WWII; forced-Blacks experienced violence and intimidation during the Jim Crow era of legal segregation in the south during 
the first ⅔ of the 1900s; 3) while some people may have lived for a while in cities such as Denver and Dallas before moving farther west and 
north, the maps do not show us whether the increased share of the Black pop in cities such as Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle is due 
to in migration or to natural increase
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TEACHING NOTES

SLIDE 3: This slide focuses on remittances, an economic effect of migration. The articles “Lightbulbs in their Luggage” and “Labourers 
and Loved Ones” in the 11/16/19 edition of The Economist can be used to compare and contrast the impacts of migration of skilled 
workers and unskilled workers on both receiving and sending countries. An interesting website to connect migration to culture, our 
next unit, and specifically to 3.1 and 3.2, showcases photography related to housing financed by remittances from Mexican, Indian, and 
Romanian migrants to the US and can be found at: http://arquitecturalibre.mx/about-arquitectura-libre/. You may wish to read the 
artist’s statement and use it to fuel class discussion. suggested answers: 1) remittances are the money and other goods sent from 
migrants to people at home (while it usually refers to international migrants, it can refer to internal migrants as well); 2) Nigeria; 3) 
Remittances can lessen poverty. Having remittance income may enable people to pay for necessities such as food, shelter, and clothing 
(other answers are possible, but be sure students address the effect of remittances on the recipients, not on the country); 4) (You might 
point out to students that Map A gives totals of remittances for an entire year, whereas Map B gives the info for Q2 of 2020. These are 
the best two maps I could find.) Map A presents data at the national scale of analysis, while Map B presents data at the local (or 
subnational) level of analysis. Map A shows the total amount of remittances sent from the US to Mexico as a whole. Map B shows the 
viewer how much in remittances was sent to each individual state within Mexico. This helps us see that there’s significant variation in 
the amount sent to each individual state within Mexico, from over one billion sent to Jalisco from April to June 2020, while under 250 
million was sent to several states, including several that border the US, such as Sonora and Coahuila.

SOURCES: 
slide 1: https://www.pnas.org/content/117/21/11350
slide 2: https://www.census.gov/dataviz/visualizations/020/
slide 3: global map of remittances: Pew Research; map/chart remittances to Mexico: 
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/remittances-to-mexico-rise-as-the-us-economy-struggles/
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