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What is it? Why is it important?



• Why there?
– What are some factors that have led to these three 

population clusters?



• What is a mental map?
• What do we have mental maps of?
• Why are mental maps important?
• What causes mental maps to change?
• Why might a mental map be distorted?

• Activity – three times in the year
– Give students a blank sheet of paper, ask them to draw their mental map of 

the world (I have them ‘fold’ the Equator and Prime Meridian). They can label 
if they wish! I don’t look at it, just store it. 

– Do this activity again in December/January and again at the end of the year.
– At the end of the year – discuss changes in the mental map.



• Slide 1 -
• https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/about/national-geography-

standards/geographic-perspectives/

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kikex_5SfM

• Slide 2 – some factors might include: access to water, 

climate, physical geography, etc.  Get students thinking about 
the WHY of the pattern.

• Slide 3 – see activity on slide

www.ncge.org

www.amazon.com

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/about/national-geography-standards/geographic-perspectives/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kikex_5SfM


Additional information for the teacher

Websites I use in class for images and maps

• The Daily Overview http://www.dailyoverview.com/ Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, 
Twitter

• Statistica https://www.statista.com/chartoftheday/ Daily infographic

• A Map a Day – Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, Twitter

• Mapscaping - Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, Twitter

• Amazing Maps -Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, Twitter

• Brilliant Maps - https://brilliantmaps.com/ Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, Twitter

• Weekly Map – email - http://www.weeklymap.org/

• Visual Capitalist - https://www.visualcapitalist.com/

http://www.dailyoverview.com/
https://www.statista.com/chartoftheday/
https://brilliantmaps.com/
http://www.weeklymap.org/
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/


• About the National Council for Geographic Education: The National 
Council for Geographic Education is a nonprofit membership 
organization that works to strengthen the quality and effectiveness 
of geography teaching and learning. We provide a global forum for 
educators of all levels to exchange ideas and engage in professional 
learning opportunities to improve their geography teaching 
practice. We provide the organizational structure needed to 
advance research in geography education. We publish journals, the 
National Geography Standards, and a variety of materials for 
diffusing research and best practices on geography education. We 
recognize exceptional educators and supporters in geography 
education. We lead and support a variety of educational and 
creative programs to support our members and advance global 
literacy. Got questions? Email us at ncge@ncge.org

mailto:ncge@ncge.org

