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Local Culture or Popular culture?

• Practiced by a large population
• Remains relatively unchanged (chooses change)
• Rapid change as a result of globalization
• Technologically innovative
• Traditional
• Small, regional groups
• Can be spread by all types of diffusion
• Maintains unique identities
• Others?



Discuss any: 
- Diffusion
- Wallerstein
- Cultural Identity
- National Identity
- Centripetal/Centrifugal 

forces





Slide 1 – Local, Popular Culture (3.1, 3.6)
1. PC, LC, PC, PC, LC, FC, BOTH, LC (but I could see arguments for both)
2. Dia de los Muertos (coming soon) – is it a local culture idea that has diffused into 

popular culture?

Use the map and chart to start simple conversation, ask some questions about what is there (Skill 
3, 4), then expand lesson to the interactive aspects of the websites provided. Students can also 
work on understanding information at different scales (Skill 5).

Slide 2 – Map is interactive on website (3.7)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/04/23/the-worlds-languages-in-7-
maps-and-charts/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.19d1358fcec8

Slide 3 – The Pew Research website has some AMAZING resources….this is a screenshot of the 
page. (3.7) https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/
• If you scroll down the page, there is an interactive map at the state level and with some 

cities. The information is also displayed in charts for those looking for different stimulus 
opportunities.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/04/23/the-worlds-languages-in-7-maps-and-charts/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.19d1358fcec8
https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/


• About the National Council for Geographic Education: The National Council for Geographic 
Education is a nonprofit membership organization that works to strengthen the quality and 
effectiveness of geography teaching and learning. We provide a global forum for educators of 
all levels to exchange ideas and engage in professional learning opportunities to improve 
their geography teaching practice. We provide the organizational structure needed to 
advance research in geography education. We publish journals, the National Geography 
Standards, and a variety of materials for diffusing research and best practices on geography 
education. We recognize exceptional educators and supporters in geography education. We 
lead and support a variety of educational and creative programs to support our members and 
advance global literacy. Got questions? Email us at ncge@ncge.org
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