
APHG Bell Ringers. There are only FOUR school days this week due to the Labor Day holiday, but I have included five bell ringers. Some of which can be expanded into full length lessons. 
For the week of September 2, 2019 – Questions related to Unit 1 Thinking Geographically

As noted in our new CED:

Types of Maps. Unit I, topic 1.1.

How to teach human environment interaction. Specifically, the concepts of environmental determinism and possibilism from unit I, topic 1.5. 
Looking at scales of analysis. Unit I, topic 1.6. 

Working with regional analysis. Unit I, topic 1.7. 

Prepared by Ken Keller kkeller1976@comcast.net
*Students should always be prompted, probed, so to speak, to answer the WHY question when responding to geographic inquiry (
Question #1: Using the chart shown below or come up with your own. 
Give students images that show different types of maps/projections. Have student’s id the type of map and then analyze the spatial patterns on the maps and then discuss the specific characteristics, levels of distortion and possible uses. You want students to get into the habit of analyzing patterns on and within stimulus material. 
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Question #2: As I always tell my students, “geography is everything, everything is geography.” To feed off of this mantra:

How does the impact of a weather event such as hurricanes and tropical storms connect/correlate to concepts learned in AP Human Geography? Be aware of the fact and sensitive to the reality that at this time of year our friends in other parts of our country, such as in Louisiana, Florida. Georgia and the Houston, TX area over the past couple of years, were dealing with the impacts of multiple hurricanes and associated floods. 

Have students fill in the following chart to have them represent and then discuss these connections. Add a sixth column to the far right to represent other concepts that might come up in discussion that relate to human environment interaction such as: food production, change to urban/cultural landscape, politics, etc.
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Question #3: Use the THREE maps shown at different scales of analysis below which represent how many African Americans live in Georgia, USA, OR use any choropleth map at the state and local scale OR use the latest edition of the Human Geography in Action text by Wiley, lab #1. Have students look at demographic patterns at multiple scales. 
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Question #4: Matching Informal U.S. Regions. Using the sets of information provided here, have students match the regions to the characteristics. I have also had students try to create new regions/provinces, etc. for countries such as Canada based on the characteristics they find in an atlas. Region names that can be used are: 

Northeast Maritime

New England / Interior Northeast
Middle Atlantic

Upper South/ Country South

Deep South

Upper Midwest/ North
Midwest
Southwest/ West
Mountain West
Pacific Northwest
Pacific Coast
Region A

FOOD: grits, fried chicken, gumbo
MUSIC: jazz, blues, Zydeco

RELIGION: Catholic, Baptist, Evangelical

ETHNIC BACKGROUND: European, African, Latin American

VALUES: friendliness, slow-paced, family-centered

ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: swamps, hurricanes, hot and humid

DIALECT, PHRASES: Cajun, “Save the groceries.” “Making groceries”

Region B

FOOD: fresh vegetables and fruit, cheese steaks, hot dogs
MUSIC: jazz, symphony, American Bandstand
RELIGION: Roman Catholic, Anabaptist, Jewish
ETHNIC BACKGROUND:  Irish, German (Deutsch), Southeastern European
VALUES: Protestant work ethic, accumulation of material goods
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: large urban areas, diverse, industrial decay, sun      
DIALECT, PHRASES: fast talkers
Region C
FOOD: hot dish, beef, wild rice
MUSIC: oldies, country, polka
RELIGION: Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Methodist
ETHNIC BACKGROUND: Scandinavian, German
VALUES: work ethic, trusting, education important
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: lakes, prairies, cold
DIALECT, PHRASES: “Fargo” movie and generic accent
Region D
FOOD: fish-chowders, lobster and shellfish, maple syrup
MUSIC: Celtic, folk music with fiddle, classical
RELIGION: Roman Catholic, Congregational
ETHNIC BACKGROUND: Irish, Italian, French, Europe (N,S,E)
VALUES: hard work (Puritan work ethic), time, privacy, individualism
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: cold, hard, bleak fall/winter season, coastal experience
DIALECT, PHRASES: local colloquialism (“Ayuh”. “Eh”- “R” on end of words 




   w/vowels) different terminologies (soda not pop, tonic, water closet, ice box) 
Region E
FOOD: baked beans, patinae, grinder, maple syrup
MUSIC: diverse, strings, piano
RELIGION: Christianity, Roman-Catholic, Congregationalists, Protestant
ETHNIC BACKGROUND: Anglo/Franco, Irish, French
VALUES: hard work ethic, conservative, self-sufficient
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: nature important, rural, managed environment
DIALECT, PHRASES: English and French

Region F

FOOD: ham and biscuits, peanut, crab cakes
MUSIC: bluegrass, dulcimers, Bruce Hornsby 
RELIGION: Baptist-Tidewater, Protestant-Northern Virginia, Piedmont-Diverse, Islam 
ETHNIC BACKGROUND: WASPs, African-American, Asian
VALUES: Southern hospitality, honor, and tradition
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: beaches, mountains, valleys, four seasons
DIALECT, PHRASES: Cavalier dialect, Tangier drawl

Region G

FOOD: sweet tea, beans and peas, pork, chicken
MUSIC: bluegrass/country, (regional) rock, gospel
RELIGION: Baptist Bible Belt, Methodist, Evangelical, Protestant
ETHNIC BACKGROUND: African-American, English, Scots-Irish
VALUES: family, manners, slow paced, loyalty to family, friends, region, etc. 
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: resources to be exploited
DIALECT, PHRASES: unique vocabulary and accents – slower talking

Region H

FOOD: corn on the cob, steak/meat and potatoes
MUSIC: blues, jazz, rap, classical
RELIGION: Catholic, Jewish, Protestant
ETHNIC BACKGROUND: German, Amish, “Euro types”
VALUES: kindness, wholesome, “corn fed”
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: dumping ground for east coast trash, “flat landers,” Great Lakes
DIALECT, PHRASES: none, no accent, ideal national TV newscaster lack of accent

Region I

FOOD: Mexican, Bar-B-Q, blue corn, steak

MUSIC: country and western, country-swing, Tejano, polka-country-Tejano, dance halls

RELIGION: Southern Baptist, Roman Catholic, Lutheran

ETHNIC BACKGROUND: Spanish, German-Czech, English, Italian, Hispanic, Czech, 



          German, Anglo, American Indian (Native American)

VALUES: individualism, family, frontier mentality, tribal identity

ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: feast or famine, everything is bigger in Texas, frontier mentality “The land is to be 



subdued.”  Wide open spaces, Oil!!, H20-limited supply

DIALECT, PHRASES: Spanglish, Tex-Mex

Region J

FOOD: beef, mutton, potatoes, and bread

MUSIC: country Western (modern), Rock and Roll, Blues/Jazz

RELIGION: Protestant, Mormon, Catholic
ETHNIC BACKGROUND: White Ethnic, Hispanic, Indian, African Americans (Denver), Asians

VALUES: rugged individualism (myth?), conservative, outdoor oriented

ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: water!!, natural resource exploitation, enjoyment

DIALECT, PHRASES: no accent, English, radio/TV voice, Spanish, Indian/Native languages
Region K

FOOD: Chinese, Armenian, tacos, burritos, baklava

MUSIC: rap, Kenny G., country

RELIGION: secular, some Protestant and Catholic, more religious in valley towns

ETHNIC BACKGROUND: wide mix, Anglo, Hispanic, Indian, African-Americans, Asians, Sikhs

VALUES: laid back

ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: growth/land use major issue – tree huggers to tree cutters

DIALECT, PHRASES: “HeLLO,” “like,” valley talk
Region L

FOOD: salmon, wine, fruit, microbreweries, coffee

MUSIC: rock and roll, grunge

RELIGION:  mostly secular, some Christianity

ETHNIC BACKGROUND: wide mix - Scandinavian, Anglo, Asian, African-American, Native

VALUES: work ethic, individual integrity, consideration for others

ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTIONS: wide spectrum – tree huggers to tree cutters – growth/land use major issue

DIALECT, PHRASES: No dialect, “latte please,” puns on rainy weather
Question #5: Give students an outline map of the United States and instruct them to identify where the South is and why? This is an excellent activity that doesn’t take a lot of time to get them to understand perceptual/vernacular regions. You could then ask them to choose another region such as the ones noted in question #4 from this week and have them go through the same process 😊
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