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For the week of November 18, 2019 –Political Geography 

Prepared by Ken Keller kkeller1976@comcast.net 

*Students should always be prompted, probed, so to speak, to answer the WHY question when responding to 
geographic inquiry J  

 

Question #1:  

Currently there are 28 European countries which are members of the European Union. What might be some 
reasons connected to human geography concepts as to why ANY of the following countries would NOT want to be 
OR have not yet become a part of a supranational organization such as the EU? 

 Political Cultural Economic Other 

Albania     

Iceland     

Montenegro     

Serbia     

Macedonia     

Turkey     

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

    

Kosovo     

 

As a review/explanation of the EU. CGP Grey from July, 2013 at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O37yJBFRrfg (5:50) 

Will the UK leave the EU? Impact if yes/no? CGP Grey’s Brexit Briefly from July, 2016 @ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3_I2rfApYk (6:57) 

A history of Britain’s rocky relationship with EU from March, 2019 @  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RU8JxMKwKwk (3:17) 

From BBC News from 11/26/18. All you need to know about the UK leaving the EU. With a nice short video explain 
what the EU is and how it works @ https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-32810887 (1:54) 

John Oliver on Brexit from February, 2019. This is his third segment on this over the past three years (see below) They 
are all very good but PLEASE vet before showing students @  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaBQfSAVt0s (21:26) 



The above referenced first video is a great summary of what the EU does but is a bit complex, so you may have to play 
more than once. It also includes the UK as a member of the EU as the video was completed before the Brexit vote this 
past summer. 

As an extension: Related to geographic concepts, why might a country not want to join NATO, the African Union, OPEC, 
etc. Or want to leave? See Question #2 below.  

 

Question #2: To continue the above Brexit theme. What are the pros and cons of the UK leaving the EU? For the 
UK, for the EU? Centripetal OR Centrifugal forces @ work? Impact on semi-autonomous areas of UK such as 
Scotland which almost dissolved from UK in September, 2014.   

Referendum results @ http://www.bbc.com/news/politics/eu_referendum/results  

*John Oliver on Brexit’s aftermath, June 2016 @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nh0ac5HUpDU (4:50) *Be sure to 
view before showing students J 

As a potential FRQ related to the EU and these unifying and devolutionary/dissolving forces: 

Since the end of the Cold War in 1991, the European Union has experienced both centripetal and centrifugal forces. Use 
real world examples in your responses to the following. 

A. Identify AND explain ONE economic and ONE political centripetal force in the European Union. 

B. Identify AND explain ONE economic and ONE political centrifugal force in the European Union. 

The chapter on Europe from Harm de Blij’s Why Geography Matters is a great companion to help students with this 
question J 

 

Question 2A:  

On the same theme of centripetal and centrifugal forces, along with *devolution (yes, that same concept of 
devolution that showed up as FRQ #3 on last year’s APHG exam), Catalonia’s independence referendum took 
place on October 1, 2017 in clear defiance of the Spanish government. Have students watch this short video from 
Vox news from November 3, 2017 and have them identify and discuss why some Catalans voted for independence 
from Spain? And why the Spanish government is so against it? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__mZkioPp3E 
(5:43) 

Peaceful Protest in Barcelona ends in violence. From two weeks ago @ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuW4wxQ4OAQ (5:02) 

*I would suggest having your students go through that 2019 FRQ as practice and review of these concepts. It is a 
question with TWO stimuli which students will be seeing one of on every FRQ portion of the APHG exam moving 
forward.  

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap19-frq-human-geography-set-1.pdf?course=ap-human-geography  

 

 



 

 

Question #3:  

 
Related to enclaves, exclaves and shapes, yes, shapes of states. Even if they don’t need to know specific definitions. 
Even though state morphology is no longer in the new CED, students still need to know the impact of state shapes 
Think about that same FRQ #3 from last year. What are the definitions and some associated examples/application 
and implications of enclaves and exclaves. 

Shape Definition Example/Application Implication 

Enclave    

Exclave    

 

As an extension: There are 44 landlocked countries in the world and two that are doubly landlocked, meaning they are 
surrounded by other landlocked countries. What are some of the human geographic consequences to those landlocked 
countries of being landlocked?  As for the two double landlocked countries, they are Lichtenstein and Uzbekistan J 

As a further extension, in relation to the Power of Maps and therefore, geopolitics, have students watch the short video 
titled 25 maps that will change the way you view the world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXB1Z_CxBK0  

And, the 10 countries that may not survive the next 20 years @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vP3Ju7J4gk  

Have students describe what these changes might be from the first video and whether or not they agree that these 
countries mentioned in this second video may actually disappear.  

Two awesome videos on enclaves and exclaves @ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtLxZiiuaXs (11:53) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZdkqqjosCM (9:12) 

 

Question #4:  

*If President Putin of Russia was doing an analysis of the following map, how would he justify a Russian 
occupation of the Ukraine? 

*Very relevant and recent as Russian and Ukrainian forces squared off in late 2018 regarding the Kerch Strait and 
the forced boarding of Ukrainian naval vessels by Russian troops. 

*From BBC News. 11/28/18. A nice summary of what took place last year between these two countries @ 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46370619  

Have your students analyze the following map. Ask them how the ethno-linguistic diversity represented on the map 
reflects why Ukraine might reject joining the EU or should they join the EU? What are the political, cultural and other 
implications of ethnic diversity within a country? (Centripetal/centrifugal forces).  



You could also have a discussion related to the concept of irredentism and why Vladimir Putin feels justified in occupying 
the eastern portion of the Ukraine along with the Crimean Peninsula. Also, use historical examples to discuss this concept 
such as Hitler’s annexation (Anschluss) of Austria and Czechoslovakia in 1938.  

  

Associated article related to EU membership @  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/12/09/this-one-map-helps-explain-ukraines-protests/  

Article is a bit dated (December, 2013) but does make the point very well. 

 

VICE News on the situation in Ukraine. Numerous segments (most recent November 26, 2018) @ 

https://news.vice.com/en_us/article/wj3x7w/ukraine-is-imposing-martial-law-to-counter-russian-aggression  

 

 

Question #5:  

*Compare and contrast the characteristics of a nation, state and nation-state. 

*These concepts tend to be a struggle for many of our students.  

Fill in the following table in relation to the above prompt: 

 Characteristics of a nation Characteristics of a state Characteristics of a nation-state 

Palestine    



Canada    

Israel    

Basque    

Denmark    

Chechnya    

Ukraine    

 

 

 

 


