
  
APHG Bell Ringers 
For the week of December 9, 2019 
 
 
Prepared by Ken Keller kkeller1976@comcast.net 
 
 
*Students should always be prompted, probed, so to speak, to answer the WHY question when 
responding to geographic inquiry J  
 
Unit 4: Current climate relevance and The Political Organization of Space  
 

Question #1: What are the geographic impacts of the recent ice, snow and cold which have and will 
hit significant portions of the United States this winter season? 

Infrastructure Business/Economy Personal Activity Space 

   

   

   

 

Question #2: To connect off of a prior bell ringer from 2018 which dealt with current boundary 
issues and looking at a prior APHG exam FRQ dealing with the same. 

*What is the significance of borders and boundaries in our modern world from a perspective at 
varying scales?  

Border/boundary Local Regional National Global Invisible 

      

      

      

      

*In geographic analysis the concept of scale analysis is extremely important. When using this chart 
students should be able to come up with different examples of boundaries at different scales, and 
even boundaries that cannot be seen. Once they come up with the examples they should be able to 
discuss the significance of each of their examples in relation to some other aspect of human 
geography. 

 

 



Extension activity:  

From 2009 so even though a bit dated, still very relevant: 

Excellent TED video on the Mapping of future countries at: 
http://www.ted.com/talks/parag_khanna_maps_the_future_of_countries.html (18:53) 

From watching this video what do your students feel future country boundaries might look like? What are 
the political, cultural and economic implications of the points discussed in the TED talk? 

I also ask my students what is missing from his study. For example a study of U.S. borders, or Iran for 
example. That being said, this is an excellent talk that can elicit some excellent discussion in your 
classroom J Also, have your students pull out of this talk concepts that are brought up that relate to our 
course but are not specific to political geography. For example, economics and culture.   

Finally, the Vox Borders series is exceptional with a wealth of short videos on the importance of 
boundaries, specific case studies, etc. I highly recommend @ https://www.vox.com/a/borders 

 

Question #3: How might the world’s political boundaries change in the next 10 years, 25 years, and 
50 years?  

Are there countries that do not exist today that will exist in the future or are there countries that do 
exist today that will not in the future?  

Have students draw a political map of the future with country boundaries which do not currently 
exist.  

It is also interesting to have students take a look at a world political map from 1914 (pre WWI) and 
compare it to a world political map from 2018/19 and have them compare and contrast their observations.  

Considering the 2017 decision of the U.S. government to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel it 
would also be VERY relevant to take a look at the current state of Israeli/Palestinian relations and how 
this might play out going forward.  

 

Question #4: What makes political boundaries so complex? For example, what is the difference 
between an enclave and an exclave and how do they impact the political situation of a specific 
place? 

 Enclave – issues Exclave - issues 

North America   

Europe   

Asia   

Africa   

 



As an extension, have your students watch the two videos titled: The Most Complex Borders in the 
World. (The first video is really good on enclaves and exclaves) 

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtLxZiiuaXs (11:53) 

Part II: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZdkqqjosCM (9:11) 

Students should be able to determine why certain boundaries are so complex and what the implications 
might be in relation to why these borders were created where they were? 

Students could also research specific types of boundaries such as those that were superimposed in Africa 
and other parts of the world such as Korea (on-going dispute between North and South) and be able to 
discuss the implications of these boundaries on current day life in these places. 

 

*Question #5: What is the difference between a unitary political system and a federal political 
system?  

Country Unitary – why? Federal – why? 

United States   

China   

France   

North Korea   

India   

Nigeria   

 

*When using this chart students should be able to identify which type of political system (unitary, 
federal or confederal) each of these countries has? They should also be able to discuss how the 
government works in relation to its hierarchy of power and how that working system reflects either 
a particular system based on the definitions of those terms.  

Students should be able to define these terms and be able to discuss associated examples. Likewise, 
students should be able to discuss and give examples of the concepts of autonomous regions (Catalonia, 
for example) secession and irredentism and how they might represent themselves in current times?  

*Feel free to utilize FRQ #3 from the 2017 AP Human Geography exam as a practice, review tool to 
have your students work through on these concepts.  

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-human-geography-frq-2017.pdf?course=ap-human-
geography  

 

 



Additional question related to holiday season: 

Question #6: How are the cultural landscapes of your local area reflective of the holiday season? 

 Landscape Analysis 

Local Mall 

 

 

Your house/neighborhood 

 

 

Your school 

 

 

Other? 

 

 

As a fun extension: 

What types of traditions are celebrated in your student’s families at the time of Christmas, 
Chanukah, Kwanza, etc.? 

Explore Christmas around the world @  

https://greenglobaltravel.com/christmas-traditions-around-the-world/  

https://www.rd.com/culture/christmas-around-the-world-traditions/  

History and traditions of Chanukah @  

https://www.thedailymeal.com/travel/7-hanukkah-traditions-across-globe-slideshow  

The traditions of Kwanza @ http://www.novareinna.com/festive/kwanzaa.html  

 

See you back here the first week of January, 2020! Yes, 2020. Hard to believe! 

Have a very Happy Holidays! KK  


